
 

                           

We Are Called to Witness to the Mercy of Rosalie! 

 

 

The Extraordinary Jubilee Year of Mercy is a golden opportunity for us to reflect on the 

mercy of Rosalie. 

I am not a writer, far from it, but I can share from the heart what I have experienced at La 

Petite Maison (founded by the Misericordia Sisters) over the past thirty years. It is a 

pleasure for me to tell you about some of the wonderful encounters I have had the 

opportunity to live. I arrived at La Petite Maison in 1984 where I fell head first into 

Misericordia. I had the good fortune of having the Sisters to guide me as I began my 

work with them. I immediately felt at home in this beautiful mission and created lasting 

bonds with my wonderful mentors. 

I am the mother of two boys and have one grandson. I know the meaning of 

unconditional love and what it means to want the best for one’s children. 

The mothers come to La Petite Maison with their most precious belongings, their 

children. Their love for them is visceral and deep like the love of Mercy. These women 

come from near and far, they are of many different nationalities, religions and cultures. 

Everyone is welcome here. No one is excluded. They choose to leave their country, their 

jobs, their family and their homes out of love for their children. Some experienced 

abandonment at the first signs of their pregnancy or soon after the birth of the child. Their 

sole desire is to provide a better life for their offspring. A life where their children will 

have access to a better education and benefit from growing up in a healthy and more just 

society. Unfortunately, many of the mothers are often disappointed upon their arrival 

here, isolation is by far the biggest obstacle they must overcome.  

These women are referred to us by women’s shelters, social workers, hospitals or by 

other women who know us. We receive as many immigrant women as women from 

Quebec who, even though they are from here experience the same realities. Just as 

society was prejudicial towards these women at the time of Rosalie, sadly enough the 

same situation exists today. 

All of these mothers have the same concern; the well-being of their children. Many have 

experienced violence, abandonment and the unacceptable, but they had the courage to 

make that ‘giant leap’ for the protection of their children. During the day the children stay 

at the daycare, giving the mothers a chance to think things out, time to organize their life 

and discern the decisions they take. This type of hospitality, modeled by Rosalie, is like a 

soothing balm on a wound they believed would never heal. We see the women undergo a 

major transformation before our very eyes as they regain their confidence and rediscover 
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the strength they thought was lost forever, due the unbearable burden they are forced to 

bear. 

To be alone with children requires tremendous strength of character, generosity of heart 

and selflessness. We are there for them, in the same manner Rosalie was there for them a 

century ago.  

The relationship that develops between a mother and her children is a relationship of 

love. She wants what is best for them, she wants to see them happy.  The fact that we 

personally accompany each individual mother makes it possible for her to once again 

experience the joy of living. We do this by listening to them, being present to them, 

helping them access legal counsel, medical assistance and visits with children’s 

specialists etc. We organize numerous mother-child activities where they have fun 

together. 

The human development workshops serve to strengthen the bonds between mother and 

child. The women are able to share their experiences with one another, exchange 

services, culinary skills and artistic abilities. Spaghetti suppers, Saturday get-togethers, 

outings, celebrations and summer camp provide them the opportunity to experience the 

joy of being together as a family. Time and time again they tell us that we (those of us at 

La Petite Maison) are their family. Everyone can find a place here and rejoice in the 

happiness of the other as they continue to solidify the bond between mother and child that 

will be passed from generation to generation. 

 

Testimonial of a Participant  

« When I arrived my relational life was in shambles, I was a broken woman. Thanks to 

the openness of the staff at La Petite Maison, who lives the charism of Rosalie, I was 

provided with the tools that would allow me to live my relationships differently. This 

completely changed my life. They made it possible for me to rediscover love, light and 

the joie de vivre. Today, to use the words of my son: ‘I really love my life’. » 

 

Through her words and actions, her entire person, Rosalie knew how to console and bring 

hope. And now it is our turn to become signs for others by our attitudes, our behavior, our 

everyday actions. We are responsible for the legacy we received from Rosalie. 

 

 


